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The Devil’s Arithmetic

Chapter 9
1) In the beginning of the chapter, the narrator describes Shmuel’s fists clenching and unclenching behind his back, “as if (he) wanted to shake his fist in the Nazi’s face.”  Who does that remind you of?

2) When Shmuel is comforting Fayge, by saying, “We will be married, Fayge. Your father will marry us.  Maybe not here, in your shul. Maybe not even under a wedding canopy.” What shocks Fayge about this statement?

3) Shmuel also states that “nothing can stop them”.  What is Hannah’s response to that?

4) How do the villagers react to Hannah’s harsh remarks about the Nazis?

5) At one point the badchan states, “The snake smiles but it shows no teeth.”  What does the snake allude to (refer to another story in regards to an apple)?

a. What does the badchan mean by this statement?

6) What is the importance of the simile, “like cattle going to be slaughtered for the market”?
